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OLVER ALSO PROMOTED TO DEPUTY DEMOCRATIC WHIP

Washington – Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District)                  announced that he will sit on the District of Columbia Subcommittee                  of the House Appropriations Committee. Olver also is the senior                  Democrat on the Military Construction Subcommittee, and is the                  second most senior Democrat on the Transportation Subcommittee.                  The D.C. Subcommittee determines annual federal funding levels                  and policy for the city of Washington, D.C.

                 "D.C. residents do not have voting representation in the                  House of Representatives, so it is crucial for members of the                  D.C. Subcommittee to represent the District's interests fairly,"                  Olver said.

                 The House Appropriations Committee has thirteen subcommittees.                  Each subcommittee determines annual federal discretionary funding.                  Olver served on the House Appropriations Committee from 1991 to                  1994, and then returned to the Committee in 1996. He ranks fourteenth                  in seniority among the 29 Democrats on the Appropriations Committee.

                 In recent years, Republicans on the D.C. Subcommittee have attempted                  to impose social policy on the city, ignoring the will of D.C.                  voters. The D.C. Subcommittee has seen battles over local funding                  for abortions, funding for voting rights lawsuits, and extending                  health benefits to domestic partners.

                 "D.C. should not be a petri dish for conservatives to experiment                  with. I am committed to working with local officials to provide                  democratic representation for D.C.," Olver added.

                 In addition, Democratic Whip David Bonior (MI) has announced that                  Olver will serve as a Deputy Whip in the 107th Congress.

                 "I'm honored to be selected as a Deputy Whip, and I look                  forward to fighting for Democratic priorities in the 107th Congress,"                  Olver said.

                 Olver has served as a Democratic Whip-at-Large since 1993. There                  are 70 At-Large Whips, but only 12 Deputy Whips. Olver's duties                  as Deputy Whip will include talking to other Members about how                  they plan to vote, and urging his colleagues to vote with the                  Democratic Leadership on key votes.
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